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 Los Angeles Unified School District 
 Local District Northwest 
“Building Academic Excellence Through Coherence, 

                   Collaboration, High Expectations and Accountability” 

 
 

INTERIM ASSESMENT BLOCKS  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 
1. Q:  When are we to give the Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)?    

A: Dates for the IABs are not hard dates, but are to be determined by the school and approved 
by the Local District. Math Assessments were created to be delivered when the IAB Domain 
has been taught.  Final decisions are to be made at the school site, by the Principal under 
the direction and with the support of the Local District. 

 
2. Q: What’s the difference between the Performance Task on the Interim Comprehensive    

Assessment (ICA) and the IAB?   
A:  None.  At each grade level, the PT is the same in both. NOTE:  If you administer the PT as 

part of the ICA, you MUST administer the ENTIRE ICA and SCORE ALL of the questions 
in order to get a score report.  If you administer the PT as an IAB, there are no other 
questions so you must score the PT to get a score report. 

 
3. Q: How many times can an IAB be given? 

A:  There is no limit. Disregard the statement on the site that says opportunity 1 of 2. You can 
give it as many times as you choose. ICA’s can be given up to 3 times a year.  

 
4. Q: If you give an IAB several times, will the original scores be replaced by the new one? 

A:  No. The new score will not overwrite the previous score.  All scores will remain listed so the 
teacher can track changes.   

 
5. Q:  Can I give an IAB out of grade level? 

A:  You can give any grade level test to any student.  For example, you can administer a 4th 
grade test to a 3rd grade student or a 3rd grade test to a 2nd grade student.  HOWEVER, 
this does NOT meet the District’s assessment mandate.  Those students will still need to 
be tested at their current grade level in order to comply with assessment requirements. 

 
6. Q:  Are the Interim tests computer adaptive? 

A:  No.  They are fixed. 
 

7. Q:  Do the “pause rules” apply?  
A:  For the IAB only, a student will NOT be shut out of a test after 20 days. But they will be 

timed out of a session after 20 minutes. 
 

8. Q:  If they start a question do they have to finish it before logging out? 
A: They must finish the page. If there are 3 questions on a page, they must answer all 3 before 

logging out or they will not be able to go back to finish any unanswered question. 
 

9. Q:  If our school choses to do the IAB, can we use questions from the ICA as practice? 
A:  Yes, but remember they are secure (log-in access), but not public. That means do not send   

home, photo copy, give to parents, etc.  
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10. Q: Would it be okay to recreate our own problems that are “similar” to the IAB problems, 
but using different numbers? 

A:  Yes. 
 

11. Q:  Once we have given an IAB can we go over the questions with the students?  
A:  Yes, use the PREVIEW SYSTEM for teaching, but remember, questions are not to be 

made public, meaning not copied or sent home. It is the teacher’s responsibility to oversee 
this.   

 
12. Q:  Can we get results if the students test in the Preview System? 

A:   No.  It is not tied into the Scoring System. 
 

13. Q: Are we supposed to upload the supports and accommodations for our Special  
           Education and English Learners for the IABs. 

A:  It is not mandated to do so until the Summative, but it is a good idea to get everything 
inputted to use for the interim assessment. You can always go into TOMS and make 
changes for a new students or an updated IEP. 

 
14. Q:  Did any supports/accommodations entered last year carry over? 

A:  No.  All supports/accommodations must be re-entered for the new school year. 
 

15. Q:  Last year, the text-to-speech accommodation on the IPAD was too fast to use. 
A:   That problem has been fixed.  The speed and volume can now be controlled. 
 

16. Q:  Will schools be getting ear buds in time for the interim assessments? 
A:  No.  Schools will get ear buds later in the year, in time for the SBAC Summative in March.  

Schools that want them sooner will have to buy their own. 
 

17. Q:  If we want to practice by giving the ICA, when do you suggest we do it? 
A:  Since the ICA is just like the Summative SBAC and covers basically the entire year’s work, 

it would be best to administer the test close to the end of the year but before the SBAC 
testing window opens.  

 
18. Q:  When does the SBAC Testing Window open? 

A:  March 9 – June 10, 2016 for Elementary and Middle Schools; April 21-June 10, 2016 for 
High Schools. 

 
19. Q:  Can we continue to use/test using IABs after the window opens? 

A:   Yes.   
 

20. Q:  How much time does an IAB block take? 
A:   About 40-45 minutes. 
 

21. Q:  Once the teacher has inputted the IAB scores, what information/reports will we get 
       back?   
A:   For the IABs, you will get a Student Report with a block level of Below Standard, At/Near 

Standard or Above Standard. You will NOT get item analysis reports, nor is there claim or 
assessment target information.   

 
22. Q: Then how we will find out on what claims/assessment targets students are tested?     

A:  You can find that information on IAB Blueprints that can be found at the following website.  
     http://www.cde.cA:gov/ta/tg/ca/iabhandscoring.asp 
 

file:///C:/Users/mxj8467/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/M0Q4D4CR/http
file:///C:/Users/mxj8467/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/M0Q4D4CR/http
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/iabhandscoring.asp


3 
 

23. Q:  Can I show the Learning Zone class/video to my whole staff at a PD? 
A:  Yes.  But everyone will still need to sign up for the class and take the assessment in order 

to get their completion certificate.  The certificate of completion is required in order to have 
a TOMS account. 

 
24. Q:  What if a child takes a test with the Testing Coordinator and not their teacher? 

A:   Their scores will appear on the Testing Coordinator’s roster and not the teachers.  On their 
scoring roster, the coordinator will have to click the “assigned to” tab and will then be able 
to send the child to the appropriate teacher.  

 
25. Q:  Is this the case for other teachers, for example, the Resource Teacher. 

A:  Yes, anyone can reassign a student from their roster to another by following the procedure 
above. 

 
26. Q:  Are schools being “graded” by their IAB scores? 

A:   No.   
 

27. Q:  Why should we use the IABs?   
A:   There are multiple reasons including: 

 The Interim Assessment Blocks are a component of the Smarter Balanced assessment 
system and are developed under the same conditions, protocols, and review 
procedures as those used in the summative assessments.  

 The content of the tests have been aligned to the Common Core State Standards.  

 They include the same item types and formats, including classroom activities and 
performance tasks, as the summative assessments. 

 Using the preview questions, teachers can instruct students on how to use the tools 
and technical aspects of the program (writing fractions, highlighting, etc.) in preparation 
for the Summative Assessment. 

   
28. Q:  Is everything graded on–line? 

A:  Not everything.  All of the short, multiple choice answers are scored on-line, but there are 
other parts, including the Performance Tasks that must be hand scored at your school.   In 
order to get a score, you must give and enter all parts of the test.  That means you will not 
get a score until the hand-scoring section is entered.  Once that is done, you will receive 
the score within 24-48 hours.  

 
 

TOMS ACCOUNTS 
 

Q:  Who gets a TOMS Account? 
A:  TOMS Accounts are only given to certificated personnel only, with your Principal’s 

approval. Classified personnel (Proctors, Special Education Aides, etc.) may NOT be 
given a TOMS account. GIVE ONLY INTERIM ASSESSMENT ACCESS TO TEACHERS 
NOW. This will prevent teachers from accidentally administering Summative Assessments 
now! 
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Q:  How do I create/reset a TOMS Account? 
 

 
Q:  I have been trying to create TOM’s accounts for my staff but it’s not working. 
A:  At this time you cannot create accounts 1 by 1.  The workaround is to email or call 

Christina Velarde at Christina:velarde@lausd.net   213/241-4104. She will send you a 
spread sheet with the information for all teachers that had a TOM’s account last year.  
Add new teachers and delete teachers no longer at your site. Upload it and CAASPP will 
email them their temporary password. REMEMBER – This temporary password expires 
after 30 days if you don’t activate and create an account.  

 
Q:  I completed everything but never received an email from CAASPP giving me 

access?  
A:  First check junk mail and clutter.  If you still cannot find the email (it looks like spam) 

contact Nancy Foote at nancy.foote@lausd.net 
 
Q:  How many times can I upload into CAASPP? 
A:   As often as you need to. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Christina.velarde@lausd.net
mailto:nancy.foote@lausd.net
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       DIGITAL LIBRARY  
 

Q:  Do teachers need to have a Digital Library Account?  
A:  Yes, they do.  Student scores are only accessed through the Digital Library. 
 
Q:  How do they get an Account? 
 

 
 
HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?  CONTACT:  
 
CDE Interim Assessments Web Page 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbacinterimassess.asp 
ETS CAASPP Web Site 
http://www.caaspp.org 
California Technical Assistance Center  
(for LEA CAASPP Coordinators) 
800-955-2954 
caltac@ets.org 
LAUSD Student Testing Branch 
http://achieve.lausd.net/testing  
213-241-4104 
Division of Instruction 
http://achieve.lausd.net/instruction#spn-content 
213-241-5333 

 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbacinterimassess.asp
http://www.caaspp.org/
mailto:caltac@ets.org
http://achieve.lausd.net/testing
http://achieve.lausd.net/testing
http://achieve.lausd.net/instruction
http://achieve.lausd.net/instruction

